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Pastor’s Page

Ah, June ... not that we’ve actually had Spring to lead us into the first month of summer, but — despite the
rain and cold — summer is here. Almost. We hope.

It’s traditionally the favorite month for school-aged kids and teens. School is out, and you have
three gorgeous months of vacation ahead. To borrow a metaphor I once read, “summer stretches out before
you like an uncut cake.” Yes, a summer job may lurk out there if you’re old enough, but so do long days
with friends, later curfews, and more.

Most of us older geezers like June pretty well, too. For those of us who are gardeners, all those
lovely little seeds we so hopefully planted in late March or April are starting to grow seriously. Radishes
can be thinned for salads. Peas and beans are almost ready for staking. Tomato-cages are on standby.

For travelers, there’s the alluring question of “where will we go this summer?” You may be hearing
the call of distant children or grandchildren, or friends — or of your favorite golf-course or fishing-hole in the
entire world. And of course, there are all those lovely temptations of classes to take (all at lovely natural
settings like the Grand Tetons or Ghost Ranch, NM), art to make, reading to catch up on.

In some ways, June is the Sabbath-month of the whole year. Enjoy it. Be grateful for its gifts. And
be blessed by summer wonders, the taste of real lemonade, time with friends you haven’t seen for awhile,
and at least one or two good old-fashioned naps under your favorite shade-tree.

Blessings,

Pastor Sharyl B. Peterson

Pastoral Schedule Reminder

Pastor Sharyl and Bob will be gone from May 28 to June 12. They are taking their first two-week
vacation in nearly 20 years, to celebrate their 35th wedding anniversary, two “big” birthdays, and their 10th
anniversary here in Grand Junction. Pastor Dan will be covering while Sharyl is away.

Bon voyage!


http://cid-8796ada7cf7dda66.skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?page=play&resid=8796ADA7CF7DDA66!116&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=8796ADA7CF7DDA66%21114&authkey=BmgHXuOlWxY%24
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Reflections and Ramblings

As I sit here looking out my office window at the ever-changing weather, the kind of weather we all
know from living in Colorado, the kind where it goes from 50’s to 70’s or 80’s then back to the 50°s all in
the same day, it seems that I can’t get the time I spent living and working on ranches out of my head, nor I
guess out of my soul. While this is the type of weather that used to drive my father and grandfather crazy, I
found it rather exciting, because one never knew what would be around the corner; in fact one rancher friend
used to say the weather was your bed-partner, you would go to bed having experienced its ups and downs all
day, then wake up wondering what was next and just how bad it might be. Which, if one was in the middle
of calving or lambing season, was pretty true, because one needed good weather for the safety and health
one’s calves and lambs.

I guess I have always thought this example of weather was a pretty good metaphor for life too. It
seemed that I could be going along with everything going smooth, nothing much happening, to some
difficulty in the blink of an eye, and I would have to scramble to figure out what would need to happen in
order for whatever it was that happened to be resolved. It could be anything from cows getting out, to an
expensive equipment breakdown, one simply never knew.

What all this taught me though, was that life was just life, it wasn’t about me, it wasn’t some divine
plan to put me in my place, or to teach me a lesson as some of my friends used to try and tell me. Iusually
figured those things out on my own. Rather, the daily events in life, whether good or bad, reminded me that
God has truly blessed us human beings with some pretty good skills, talents, and abilities, such as an ability
to see humor in difficult times, or to find the goodness in others, perhaps complete strangers who help us, or
to challenge ourselves to help others we might not even know. These events also helped to remind me that
we need to celebrate the good times when things are going well because these are the times that will nurture
us and remind us that good is possible, even in the bad times; and, not focus too much energy on the bad
times because good can lie just around the corner and that it is all relevant to our own spirit and sense of
perspective.

So in all things be thankful for the blessings God has provided, and when bad things do happen,
remember that they are but the other side of the same cloud, and God is there too in our strength, resiliency,
and humor, the things we need to be able to survive, and that if we trust and believe in God, the God who has
blessed us with such things, we can survive anything.

Blessings,
Dan
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Moderator’s Page

Saying “Yes”
Martha Jones, Moderator

I write this on May 19. On Sunday, March 22, many of you will meet and eat and talk a little about how the
church is to be organized. You’ll look at the list of new leaders — much shorter than before. And you’ll
probably say yes to the new structure. And you’ll say yes to these people who have themselves said yes. And
you may wonder, “Where do I fit in this ‘new structure.”” I was making coffee, getting ushers, visiting the
sick, greeting people, organizing a mission project — where do I fit in now?”

I kept asking myself that question. I told the Nominating Committee and Sharyl that I needed a rest from a
rather intense year of “discernment.” They asked. No, I didn’t want to be Moderator again. Silence. Thought.
Prayer. Centering in the possibilities.

And then — and then — it happened. The shell began to crack and sunlight poured through and I felt a weight
lift and I said “yes” and sang “yes” and shouted “YES.” And I found it felt good to say YES and I felt light,
and joyful and hopeful and expectant and at peace. And I knew it would be good. And we can be present and
loving and kind to each other and to our world. And all will be well.

So give it some time if you need. Listen to your heart. And find what it is that is making you feel alive and
that brings you joy and energy. And then say “yes” to some part of life in your church community.

I leave you with these thoughts from Marshall Rosenberg, whose non-violent communication work is
making my heart sing these days . . .

Please do as I requested only . ..
...onlyif ...

you can do so with the joy of a
little child feeding a hungry duck.
Please do not do as I requested

if there is any taint of

fear of punishment if you wouldn’t do it
mixed in.

Please do not do as I requested

to buy my love, that is

hoping that I will love you more
if you do it.

Please do not do as I requested
if you would feel guilty if you don’t.

Please do not do as I requested
if you would feel ashamed if you don’t.

And certainly do not do as I requested
out of any sense of duty or obligation.

- Marshall B. Rosenberg



http://www.cnvc.org
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Past Moderator’s Page

Being Moderator is one of life's jobs that you don't know if you have done well until it's over. You don't
get points as you go along so you can add them up and see how you are doing as you progress. Even at the end
there are some who will say, "Well, I'm glad that is over, now we can get someone in there who will do
better."

Good or bad, right or wrong, what I now have to say is "Thank you." This last year has been the most
awesome experience ['ve ever had. My faith has grown in ways I did not think possible. I've learned not to
stress about things that are totally out of my hands.

In addition I've gotten to know some people really well. Being acquainted with someone is nice, but when
you work closely with them, you get to know them well. The people in our church are far more dedicated
than you can imagine. The loyalty they exhibit is amazing. They do what they do out of love. Not because
they were asked, but because they want to see the mission accomplished.

Sometimes when leaders finish their terms and they are somewhat burned out, they need to stay away for a
while and re-group. I get that. I really do. I'm a little tired too. But, I am also looking forward to some new
challenges and new learning projects as well as giving back to the church community in some new ways.

Many of you have shown the office of Moderator a great deal of respect and me personally a lot of support.
I am very grateful for that support. You all have kept me well informed about projects and the progress of
activities. That has made me feel that what we have been trying to do, has mattered.

Sometimes I've wondered if anyone actually reads my ramblings. If you believed me when I said that I'm
thinking of each of you all the time. I will say now that one cannot do this job without thinking of all of you
all the time.

Thanks, you have my love and my constant prayers.
Donna
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Meals at Homeward Bound

TowER CHIMES

The 2nd Wednesday of each month's meal preparation will be led by Tom Hemborg, 257-0883 (June
8th). Please contact Tom to find out more or to join others in providing this valuable service. Many willing
hands make fast work of a much needed task. All food preparation now takes place at the Shelter (per their
request) followed by the meal service. Daytime helpers as well as evening helpers are needed and welcome.

Thank You

Do you know what’s better than a great book?
Great people who help with a book sale!!!

Thanks for all your hard work.

We couldn’t have done it without you.

Maggie Lopez
and

All The Friends of the Mesa County Public Library

New Addresses

Joseph & Marjorie Graham
2560 Trails End Court
Grand Junction, CO 81506

Chuck & Carolyn Holmgren
568 Garden Grove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81501

My thanks to all of the choir members for another terrific year! Your enthusiasm and dedication is very
much appreciated and it makes it fun to be the Choir Director!! A special thanks too, to Mr. Bob Boberg for
his special musical gift and accomplishment skills. We couldn’t do it without you! A special thanks also
goes out to Martha Jones and Ellen Bradley for taking on the accompanist Pianist duties when you were
asked to help fill in. Your ability to pinch hit is very much appreciated!

You’re All Awesome!

Thanks for a fun year!
Karen

At the end of April (33.33% of our Budget Year), our Pledges Paid stood at 38.34! Great job!

INCOME NET INCOME
EXPENSES
Apr 061 $17685.08) Apr 61 $2191340 | Apr &1 $-4,228.32
: YTD $103,939.36 YTD $87,877.64 YTD $16,061.72
(=1
- — | Annual Budget $250,07000'  Annual $250,070.00 Annual Budget $ .00
PLANNING g Budget g
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Friends of the Library - Book Sale was a huge
success, nearly 3,000 in sales

Kenneth got his ID

Creta Payne - new apartment

Mothers’ Day

Charlie Hurshman recovering well at Larchwood
- Pain free after lower back surgery

Milinda Guthus may consider handling the
protest to the Disposition of the estate of
George Lohmiller

Heidi Lindeman’s graduation!

Barb Harvey - Denver medical trip (stem cell
transplant big success)

Undie 500 - 60-70 miles so far

..and Goncerns

Those affected by tornados - extensive
devastation and
loss of life

Pat - multiple myeloma - multiple complications:

dizziness, blurred vision, sores, swelling
Malinda Pyle (Con’s wife) - died
Jesse Sullivan RIP
Collbran Congregation
Dorothy McCall - ear surgery
Patsy May - shingles
Still worrying about Chris H. - job situation

Our condolences go out to
The Rev. Con Pyle in the death of
his wife Malinda on April 30th.

First Congregational U.C.C., Grand Junction, CO

TowER CHIMES

First Sunday Night Moviesvill be
suspended over the summer months because of
holiday conflicts and vacation times. We will resume
in October with, we hope, a new slate of movies which
will encourage and provoke discussion on a wide
range of topics that impact our community living and
spiritual lives. We welcome your “nominations” for
such DVD titles to show on our new HDTV, including
(foreign- and English-language) movies that provide
subtitles to help those with hearing difficulties to
enjoy the shows too. Please write down or email your
suggested titles for Jim & Judy Lauer
(jimjudylauer@bresnan.net) or give written ones to
Michelle in the office for Jim.

Thank you for your enthusiastic support for this
program over the past four years.

3nd Annual g @
Counseling & Education Center

apring Swing

¢ Dancing! * Gilent Auction

+ Variety of Live Dance Music

* Horg d'oeuvres * Cash Bar
Food provided by Pantuco’s

Caturday

April 30

7:00PM.
CLARION INN

(HORIZON DR.)

$30 per person

. Gilent Aucti
Music by: The Swing Get 6.;0 To";;g

Between our generous Sponsors, the sale of tickets,
some donations, and the proceeds from our Silent
Auction, we managed to clear $8,900! That will help
us continue seeing clients/families who cannot afford
full fees for their needed counseling services. Thanks
for all of your support!



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fineartamerica.com/images-medium/lily-flower-in-black-and-white-kimxa-stark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://fineartamerica.com/featured/lily-flower-in-black-and-white-kimxa-stark.html&usg=__9KlgJCJn3v8aqbHjuTsTQDlaEw0=&
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://faculty.washington.edu/dacosta/HHP/movie-reels.gif&imgrefurl=http://faculty.washington.edu/dacosta/HHP/videos.html&usg=__3pzRZlkZ-buKv-AOw6Sen65dfoQ=&h=249&w=393&sz=25&hl=en&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qS1PbjXSr-t9e
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MENG6S COFFEE TI

June Birthdays Come One, Come All Men!
06/01 Jim Fox Join us for a hot cup of Joe!
06/01 Cal Bilger We meet now at 10:00AM
06/03 Rosie Hilger in Mayflower on Fridays fi YO!

06/10 Shirley (Mickey) Mickelson
06/10 Emily Djokic

06/16 Adam Hernandez

06/19 Joan Manhart

06/19 Tom Hemborg

06/24 Marion Broughton

06/25 Bob Peterson

06/28 Ruth Edfast

06/29 Nancy Price

Bagels & Books
Saturday, June 18th, at 9:00AM
...at the COMMONS DINING ROOM
R L . 625 27 1/2 Road
Donét f &inighing Tautches Birthday Fund to
help with those #dAlittledo and i mpoTotleamtnoreab(butthisgr(mp,ches

not otherwise in our Annual Budget.
call Nancy Price (523-0133)

Thanks!
or Susan Swift (243-9607).
W Friends of 1st on Fridays!!!
/ / Friday, June 24th, at 6:00pm
Mayflower
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We continue meeting together in the chapel on Inviting all “Young Spirited”
the 2nd & 4th Wednesdaysat 1:15 PM. We would folks to join the group for fun,
enjoy having new members join us! Bring knitting '
or crocheting. We can supply patterns. All who food, and laughs!
are interested are invited! We talk, we make
things, we catch up, and we e nBxng asmckito share.er 6 s
company! The Shawls and lap-blankets we make Hope to see you there!
touch many peopleds |lives with great comfort and

care.


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/eduwonkette/birthday-cake.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/eduwonkette/skoolboy/&usg=__Dyw0cbVU8jb4ZRvYLDX8sxv1qAo=&h=371&w=355&sz=22&hl=en&start=42&itbs=1&tbnid=fI0jautdin
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.deborahjbrannon.com/handicrafts/yarn-clipart.png&imgrefurl=http://www.deborahjbrannon.com/handiwork.html&usg=__W3ysCO_ghmYQxPrCuODufiOyIac=&h=217&w=250&sz=32&hl=en&start=48&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=_4fMwk7KMtBOXM:&
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Adult Educational Opportunity: “Living the Questions2: Invitation to the Journey”

Are you interested in participating in an open-minded discussion in which you can interact with others in
exploring what’s next for Christianity? Feeling the need for additional depth in your spiritual growth?

In “Living the Questions2,” we will create an environment where asking the questions is not only
acceptable, it’s encouraged. One of the resources for our discussion will be a 20-minute video segment each
meeting, which includes conversations with leading voices of faith, digital stories illustrating aspects of an
evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and disciplines. There will also be chapter-length readings for
each session.

The materials we are using have been revised and expanded from the original Living the Questions, so
even if you were in our original LtQ classes, there will be something new. Check it out on youtube, where
you will find clips of some of the videos.

This group will be facilitated by Martha Jones, Julie Krueger and Chuck Holmgren, with additional
guidance and participation from our active and retired clergy.

The sessions will be held on seven consecutive Wednesday evenings in the chapel, from 6:00 — 8:00,
beginning June 8 and ending July 27, with a break the week of July 4™ . Participants will be asked to
commit to attend at least 5 of the seven sessions.

Registration for the course is requested, so we can know how many materials will be needed for the first
meeting. There will be a $10 charge for materials. Scholarships are available. Please call the church office
and leave your name.

Shepherds Needed

Do you love to visit with wonderful people? Do you love to make a difference in the lives of others who
may need companionship or cheering up? If your answer to one or both of these questions is yes, an
opportunity to serve others as one of our Shepherds awaits you.

Our Church Shepherding program provides care and companionship for those who may live alone, not be
able to attend worship any longer due to health concerns, members who may have recently lost loved ones
and are not up for a trip to church but may just need to hear a friendly voice. Shepherds are free to build
their own appropriate care relationships based on the needs and desires of those they serve, and on their own
time constraints as providers. These relationships can be as simple as an occasional phone call, to visits
with cookies or flowers, or even trips to doctors appointments and lunch.

Shepherds meet monthly as a group with Pastor Dan on the second Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am
in the Church Library to share joys and concerns and plan special events.

Anyone interested in this wonderful ministry to others, is invited to join us for our next meeting on June
14,2011 at 10:00 am. If you have questions please call Pastor Dan at the church office at 242-0298
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays during office hours.

JUNE 5 MINISTRY FAIR

Join us immediately after church on June 5 to thank our outgoing board members and welcome our new
ministry team members!

There will be popcorn and ice cream and table top booths with information on the varied ministry
opportunities within the church.

Come help us celebrate the many ways we do “church” here at First Congregational UCC!
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Discipleship by the Lakeshore

In July, we’ll begin a new sermon-series on discipleship. Most of you know that Jesus’ best-known
disciples were fishermen, and that He literally called them away from their working catching fish, and offered
them new work “catching people.” You also know that He and they spent a good deal of time on the shores,
or in the vicinity of, the Sea (Lake) of Galilee.

To kick off the new sermon-series, I thought it would be fun for us to worship together in a setting
similar to that experienced by Jesus and His followers — on a lakeshore. And since Galilee is pretty far to go
for most of us on a Sunday morning, Dan and I decided that Highline Lake made more sense as the nearest
“lakeshore” location. So...

On Sunday. July 3 (and yes, I know some of you will be away celebrating the 4™ somewhere else),
plan on this:

- eat your breakfast at home

- put on your favorite jeans, cut-offs, or other casual clothes

- add your most comfortable sandals, tennies, Tevas, or whatevers

- bring a folding-chair for each person coming (and a water-bottle if you like)

- if you can, bring a salad, or some chips, or a dessert to share for the picnic following worship

- either drive to our church (PLEASE BE THERE BY 9;00 AM), where a convoy of cars will meet to
take everyone who wants a ride out to the Lake — or, if you’d like a nice Sunday morning drive,
you can drive out to Highline Lake yourself (IT’S ABOUT A 45-MINUTE DRIVE,
DEPENDING ON WHERE YOU START)

(Nutshell directions: from the church, get on I-70 West; take the CO 139 N exit, Exit 15, toward Loma/
Rangely; Turn RIGHT onto 13 RD / CO-139. ; Turn SLIGHT LEFT onto US-6 / HIGHWAY 6 AND 50/ US
-50 (US-6 is just past M 1/4 RD); Turn RIGHT onto 12 RD (12 RD i1s 0.5 miles past 12 1/2 RD); Turn LEFT
onto Q RD (If you reach Q 1/2 RD you've gone about 0.5 miles too far); Take the 1st RIGHT onto 11 3/ 4
RD/118/10RD (If you reach 10 1/2 RD you've gone about 1.2 miles too far). Note: Somewhere along the
way, you’ll start seeing signs for Highline Lake — just follow those. Once you arrive at the turn-off into the
State Park, look for FCCUCC Worship signs!)

There is a per-car admittance fee of about $5 into the Park. For anyone who needs to, just keep your
receipt and turn it in to Pastor Sharyl, and we’ll see that you’re reimbursed. Please do share cars as much as
possible to cut down on costs.

We’ll enjoy worship in the picnic-pavilion we’ve reserved. We’ll celebrate Holy Communion, begin
the new sermon-series, and afterward, share in our All-Church Picnic. The church will supply the burgers,
dogs, buns, and drinks. Bring a friend, and enjoy a worship-experience folks will be talking about all
summer!

Pastor Sharyl
Carpooling to “Church”

If you would be willing to give someone a ride to Highline State Park for the “Disciples by the Lakeshore”
worship service on July 3rd; or if you would like to have a ride to the Park, please call Michelle in the church
office at 242-0298. We will match those wanting a ride with those willing to give a ride.
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11:45 AM All 10:00 AM 6:00 PM -8:00 10:00 AM Men's 9:00 AM Bagels
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followed by (library) Questions class (Mayflower) Commons
Council Meeting (chapel) Dining Room
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Women's Shawl Ministry b
. pel)
Fellowship (chapel)
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PM Living the 6:00 PM Friends of
Questions class 1st on Fridays!
(chapel) (WayHower)
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(Food Basket) PM Living the
Questions class
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

June

Tower ChimeDEADLINE

Please help us out by submitting your Tower Chimesreport or article you would like to have in
the July 2011 T.C. no later than Monday, June 20th.

Please e-mail your submissions to Michelle no later than midnight on Sunday, June 19th.
With Michelle’s busy work schedule, submissions received after the deadline will not be accepted.
Thank You!
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